TITLE 41. PUBLIC HEALTH
CHAPTER 53. RABIES CONTROL IN DOGS AND CATS

Miss. Code Ann. § 41-53-1 (2015)

§ 41-53-1. Rabies inoculation of dogs and cats required

Every person in the State of Mississippi who owns, or has in his or her possession, any dog
or cat of the age of three (3) months or over shall have said dog or cat inoculated
(vaccinated) against rabies as provided herein with the recommended dosage of an anti-
rabic virus (vaccine) approved by the State Board of Health, and it shall be unlawful for any
person within the State of Mississippi to own or have in his or her possession within the
State of Mississippi any dog or cat three (3) months of age or over which has not been
inoculated (vaccinated) against rabies with the approved dosage of an approved anti-rabic
virus (vaccine). It shall be the duty of every person in this state so owning or having in his
or her possession a dog or cat to have said dog or cat inoculated (vaccinated) immediately
after said dog or cat has reached the age of three (3) months, and it shall be said person's
further duty to have said dog or cat so inoculated (vaccinated) thereafter as required by the
State Board of Health. For a failure to comply with this section said person shall be subject
to the penalties provided in Section 41-53-13.

§ 41-53-5. Who may administer virus

All inoculations (vaccinations) done in accordance with this chapter must be done by either
a licensed veterinarian or other competent person granted a permit to administer virus
(vaccine) by the state board of health.

§ 41-53-7. Tags

It shall be the duty of the manufacturer or manufacturers contracted with to furnish virus
(vaccine) to furnish with each ampoule (dose) of virus (vaccine), a suitable metal tag
approved by the state board of health, which may be securely bradded to the collar of the
dog inoculated (vaccinated). Said tag shall have stamped thereon the serial number of
vaccination and the year in which said dog was inoculated. This tag shall be furnished to
the owner when said dog is inoculated (vaccinated), and it shall be his duty to securely
attach same to the collar, and each dog owned by or in the possession of any person within
the State of Mississippi shall wear at all times a collar or other device which shall have
securely bradded on to it the metal tag provided for above. Any such tag shall not be
transferable to any dog other than the dog for which it was issued.



§ 41-53-9. Certificate of inoculation; records

All persons administering virus (vaccine) in accordance with this chapter shall furnish the
owner of each dog or cat inoculated (vaccinated) a certificate of inoculation (vaccination)
for each dog or cat inoculated (vaccinated) indicating the breed of each dog or cat
inoculated (vaccinated), the sex of each dog or cat inoculated (vaccinated), and the
markings and the serial number of the tag attached to the collar or some other device on
each dog. Persons administering virus (vaccine) in accordance with this chapter shall
maintain records of each inoculation, indicating the owner of each dog or cat inoculated
(vaccinated), the breed of each dog or cat inoculated (vaccinated), the sex of each dog or cat
inoculated (vaccinated), and the markings and serial number of the tag furnished to the
owner of each dog.

§ 41-53-11. Dogs running at large

(1) It shall be lawful and it shall be their duty for any sheriff, conservation officer or peace
officer of a county or municipality to kill any dog above the age of three (3) months found
running at large on whose neck there is no such collar and tag. No action shall be
maintained by the owner for such killing. However, it shall be the duty of said officer who
finds a dog or dogs running at large to first keep said dog or dogs for a period of five (5)
days and notify the sheriff of said county that he has said dog or dogs, giving the sheriff a
description of same. If anyone proves himself to be the owner of same, he shall pay said
officer the sum of fifty cents (50 cent(s) ) before the dog is delivered to the owner.

(2) It shall be the duty of any sheriff, conservation officer or peace officer of a county or
municipality to Kill or otherwise destroy any and all dogs above the age of three (3) months
which are running at large and have not been inoculated (vaccinated) as required in this
chapter.

§ 41-53-13. Penalties

The failure or refusal of any person to comply with any of the provisions of this chapter
shall constitute a misdemeanor, and the offender shall, on conviction thereof, be fined for
the first offense in a sum not to exceed Five Dollars ($ 5.00) and for the second offense in a
sum not to exceed Twenty-five Dollars ($ 25.00) and for the third offense a sum not to
exceed Fifty Dollars ($ 50.00), together with all costs. It shall be the duty of the sheriffs,
conservation officers and all peace officers of the counties and municipalities of Mississippi
to enforce this chapter. It shall be the duty of the county attorneys and district attorneys of
this state to prosecute all violators of this chapter.



